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Editorial & General offices 
located at 862 Barber Street 

Sebastian, FL 32958-4825 

“Be you steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord . . . 

You know your labor is not in vain 
in the Lord”   I Corinthians 15:58 

We have discontinued our radio ministry, 
but we continue full speed in our other 
outlets.  You can hear our messages by 
cassette or CDs; let us know of your 
interest.  Five couples volunteer their 
time and energy in this ministry.  We pay 
no salaries, which means your  gifts  go  
100  percent  to  reach thousands weekly 
by literature, cassettes, Bible studies, 
and on our website.  We welcome your 
participation. 
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thehourofgraceandpower.org

 The Hour of Grace 
and Power, Inc. 
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Never Forget!
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“For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both man and beast . . . And the blood shall be to you for a token upon 
the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague 
shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt”  Exodus 12:12,13

FROM THE DESK OF .  .  .         DR. MICHAEL ECCLESTON

The worst possible plague is about to fall on all the land in Egypt.  The firstborn 
of each and every household will die, including the animals.  God’s judgment is 
final.  It will take place as He said it would.  But God also provides a way of pro-
tection and escape for the children of Israel:  Earlier in the chapter He tells them 
to sacrifice a lamb—not any lamb, but a lamb without blemish.  God tells them to 
take the blood of that lamb and apply it to the two side posts and the upper posts 
of their houses.  He then makes the promise of verse 13, that, if He sees the blood, 
He will pass over them in the judgment of destroying the firstborn in those houses.

It is important that you understand what God said as well as what He didn’t 
say.  He did say that the blood, applied by faith, in obedience to His command 
(and let’s face the facts here: you would only apply the blood if you truly believed 
and took God at His word), would result in no loss of life of any of their first-
born.  However, He did not say that He would review their works, their family 
background, their education, or their sincerity, and then decide whether or not 
they deserved His protection.  But what if He did do those things?  You can be 
sure, absolutely sure, that all the firstborn would have died, because “without the 
shedding of blood is no remission of sin” (Hebrews 9:22).

What a wonderful picture of God’s amazing grace toward lost mankind.  He 
took on flesh in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ and provided Himself as the 
only way of salvation.  Man needed to take the Lord at His word.  If they would, 
they would do what He said and apply the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ 
to their sin debt which was then paid in full, and forgiven.  It was not merely a 
“belief” in the blood, but applying the blood to their account of sin as the means 
of obtaining salvation, and thus avoiding the looming second death, the penalty 
of their sin in a literal fiery hell forever.  There should be no question as to the 
significance of the blood of those sacrificial lambs foreshadowing the shed blood 
of Christ, which was shed for our debt of sin that each of us owed, and could 
never find a way to pay.

There are a number of things in the whole of the passage to draw out and 
let you see the cross and the Person of the cross.  First, in Exodus 12:1-5, we see 
the Provision of the Sacrifice.  The lamb was to be without any defect and within 
the first year of birth.  Hebrews 9:14 and I Peter 1:19 speak of the blood of Christ 
in relationship to the sacrificial system of the Old Testament.  Christ’s blood was 
shed for all.  His sacrifice was without blemish or spot, and was superior to all 
the Old Testament sacrifices.  His was a sinless and perfect sacrifice.  Jesus Christ 
was the provision for the blood sacrifice.  All can have a biblical hope of life in 
Christ if only the gospel message were to be given out to them—just as someone 
did with you.  NEVER FORGET: Jesus Christ is the only provision for our debt 
of sin and for salvation!

Secondly, in verses 7 and 13, we see the Promise of the Sacrifice.  When the blood 
of an innocent substitute was applied to the side posts and upper posts of the 
doors, they had a promise from the Lord that their firstborn would be spared from 
judgment and the death angel.  The promise for today is that when we realize our 
unsolvable dilemma of sin, in that we are not able to make it right, and then fully 
acknowledge that the Lord Jesus Christ was our perfect atonement for the whole 
of that debt of sin by His shed blood and death, burial, and resurrection from the 
dead — it is then that we are applying the blood to our individual souls, and we 


