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Doctrine of Salvation

BY THE EDITOR

ALVATION is defined as the program of God to deliver and restore His
creationfromthe effectsof sin. It wasinitiated by God before the world began
and isto be consummated in His glorification of the creature in the new heaven and
new earth. Thisgreat salvationisproperly named, for thereisnothing greaterinal the
universe than this inclusive word of all the doctrines declared in the Bible. Not too
many peoplecomprehend this. Too oftenitisconfined to what takesplaceintheinitial
experience of conversion. God's perfect salvation
coversthe past, includes the present, and embraces
the future. This inclusive word covers eternity,
before the measurement of time and continues after
timeis no more.

This basic doctrine represents the supreme
mission of God sending His Son to a cursed world.
Christ did not leave the battlement of heaven (where He is the Prince of Glory) to
becomeateacher or amodel for our obedience, nor asamartyr willingto diefor truths
and principles He believed. According to His own declaration, He came to seek and
savethosewhowerelost. (Luke19:10) Hewaswillingtodiscard Hisgarment of glory
for the robe of our humility. Out of the ivory palaces into aworld of woe came the
Savior torescuesinners. (I Timothy 1:15) “Y ou shall call HisName Jesus; for heshall
save Hispeoplefromtheir sins’ (Matthew 1:21). God' sgrace provided heaven’ sbest
for the world’ s worst. Salvation contains the only divinely provided remedy for sin.
Without suchaprovision, thesinner ishel pless, hopel ess, doomed, and damned. There
is only one escape from sin’s full reward in hell. We must depend upon Christ’s
sacrifice on the cross in our deserved place. “ There is no other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

“How shall we escape
If we neglect so great
savation?’  Hebrews2:3

Its Author ship

Salvation antedates creation, being conceived by Godinthe datelesspast. It came
to us according to His purpose. (Ephesians 3:11, Il Timothy 1:9, Titus 1:1,2) It is
eternal, realizing that God is the source or origin. “But God commended His love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us’ (Romans 5:8).
“According as he hath chosen usin Him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before Himin love” (Ephesians 1:4). “Who verily
foreordained beforethefoundation of theworld, but wasmanifested in thesel ast times
for you” (I Peter 1:20).

God' s breath was used in creation. He spoke and it was done. But when it came
to our great salvation, He came down to usto give the precious blood of His Son. We
were purchased by Hisblood when He died on that crossto pay the penalty for our sin.

(Acts 20:28) He arose from the grave
with power and glory for our justifica-
tion. The channel of salvation comesour
way through repentance and faith in the
Lord Jesus. (Acts 20:21) “What must |
do to be saved? . . . Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved”
(Acts 16:30,31).

Universality and Duration

“God so loved the world” (John
3:16). Through the finished work of His
Son, He wills al men to be saved. (I
Timothy 2:4-6, 4:10; | John 2:2, 4:14)
God still tells me today to preach and
teach the gospel to every creature. Our
clear messageisthat Christ died for sin-
ners, was buried and rose again (I
Corinthians 15:1-4). Wedarenot elimi-
nate the total depravity of man which
God calls sin. Friend, if Christ died for
sinners, we must become an acknowl-
edged one before He can do anything for
us. Thisisthereason He demandsrepen-
tanceprior toour faith. (Luke13:3,5) A
good Bible demonstration of this action
of turning from sin is found in Acts
26:18. Will the Spirit of God reveal per-
sonal sinto onewho refusesto be honest
about his declared position revealed in
the Bible?Will theHoly Spirit reveal the
resurrected Christ to an unrepentant sin-
ner? Will God operate within alife who
wants only a Christ for personal benefit
instead of God's glory? Is it possible to
claimsalvationindependent of recogni z-
ing and moving under His absolute au-
thority? It was the LORD Jesus Christ
whom Paul informed the jailer he must
believein. (Acts 16:30,31)

Chrigtisthe provider of an unceasing,

eternal salvation. (Hebrews 5.9, 9:12)
(continued on page 2)
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Doctrine of Salvation (continued from page 1)

Through God' swondrous grace, the Savior imparts eternal lifeto all He saves. (John
10:28) Friend, areyou willing to admit your sins before aholy God?Will you accept
the finished work of Christ inyour behalf? Talk to the Lord in prayer about your sin.
Talk to Jesus Christ, announcing your trust in His promise of forgivenessand meeting
all your needs asyou begin to serve Him. (Romans 10:13, Philippians4:19, Hebrews
7:25) Everlasting lifeincludes all of God' s action until in His presence in the New
Jerusalem (heaven). What can you do? Nothing but trust in God to do it all.

Salvation is not some thing but SOMEONE. Thereis no other way God can
deliver sinnersfromtheir sin, save through the sacrifice and mediation of His Son. He
declared this fact many times in His earthly sojourn, “No man comes to the Father
except by me” (John 14:6). Thesinner cando nothingto pleaseaholy God. (Ephesians
2:8-10) The work hasalready beendone. Everything the Father demanded of us
sinful mortals has been provided in His Son.

About 2:00 p.m. on a Sunday afternoon, | received an urgent phone call from a
deacon’ swifein my Michigan pastorate. Shetold methat her next door neighbor was
asking her to take and care for her children. (This indicated the neighbor lady’s sad
mental state.) Could | come to her house and talk to both of them? | immediately
headed in that direction; and upon my arrival, the mother told measad story. She had
gone to a Baptist church that morning, which, by the way, was a New Testament
church, the finest in my community. She went forward at the invitation and was
counseled by the pastor. Inthe midst of their conversation the pastor’ swifecalled him
to hurry for they would be late for dinner. The pastor departed immediately, leaving
thistroubled woman in frustration. | did not respond to her disappointment but, with
my Bible open, | did go over God' s plan of salvation. | concluded by telling her that
on the cross Christ uttered thewords, I T ISFINISHED. All thework of salvation had
already been accomplished and all she was|eft to do was accept the finished work of
Christ in her personal behalf. Never shall | forget her next course of action. She got
up from her chair and going to her neighbor across the room, began shaking her,
saying, “Why didn’'t you tell me this sooner? | did not know that all the work has
already been done. Why didn’t you tell me?’ Then and there, the Spirit of God re-
vealedthisTruthto her heart and mind. What adifferenceit madein that woman'’slife.

Preacher Porter, do you declare that God in grace has already provided for my
eternal salvation? It's more than what a preacher says. God had plainly declared this
Truthin HisWord. Do you believeit, or refuse His gift of eternal life? Heaven or hell
isinvolved.

The M edeS P Al’e C0m|ng (continued from page 4)

prospered, because of the exercise of the spread of the gospel message, so did
our government. Sometime, however, along our short history as a nation,
certain men began to creep into our government — unawares. These were men
who no longer wanted to coexist with religious freedom; these were men who
despised capitalism, free enterprise, or freedom for all people. These were men
who held to political belief systems in opposition to ours. One of the most
profound and diabolical philosophical systems of rule came from a man named
Karl Marx. One need not dig too deeply to know what he did to his own nation,
as well as many other nations around the word. That includes today. Marxism
essentially believes in the redistribution of all wealth (take from those who have
worked hard and benefited fromtheirwork, and give itto those who won’twork

(continued next column)

or whom the government determines
is at an unfair disadvantage); that the
states ultimately will own everything
— properties, businesses, etc., with
the people owning nothing; and dic-
tatesthatthe people are basically slaves
of the State. It is Socialism. It destroys
freedom and capitalism. It destroys
incentive. Itsuniversal health care does
not look out for the people of the na-
tion, especially if you should become
verysick or disabled to the pointwhere
you cannot be a productive part of the
work force or society. Abortion and
euthanasia are essential facts of
Socialism’s progressiveness. The State
is all important: the people just pro-
duce for the State. Let’s be clear here
and now: there are people in high
places of our government, or trying to
gettothese high places, whoare Marx-
ists. Socialists. They want to expand
government into every aspect of your
life and the lives of businesses and
medicine and education — and even
religion. One by one they have snuck
into various offices of our government.
They occupy places of great power
and influence. They will lie at the drop
of a hat about anything in order to
complete their destruction of what this
country was founded upon. They are
more than dangerous and are not out
for our good. And what is most sad is
thatwe believe their liesand vote them
into office. For your benefit and mine,
and our children, be aware, "The So-
cialists are coming! The Socialists are
Coming!" A few of us are shouting it.
We can but pray that more than a few
are listening. It may already be too
late. More importantly, realize that
this handwriting on the wall is the
same as in Babylon’s day: Judgment
onthisnationisnotawarning:itcould
be imminent. Earnestly pray, but be
prepared.

From Box 400

The inmates and brothers through
Christ Jesus want to thank you for bless-
ing us with whatever literature you may
providefor ustohelp usthroughthetrials
and tribulations we are going through.

—aprisoner (NC)
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Personal Word

In Sebastian, Florida, | livein anicehomeat a
curve in the road. | awakened to discover my
mailbox once again strewn across my lawn. Within
an hour or so avan pulled up to my front door. The
man was a retired policeman from the North. He
wasdriving behindthecar that took off my mailbox.
He followed that driver home, took his license
number and location, and called the police who
camestraight to seeme. Withmy permissionhewas
going to seethe hit and run driver. | assured him of
my desire to have him faced with the law. Later a
woman called me on the phone greatly disturbed
about the matter. She was the mother and insisted
upon repairing my mailbox and the lawn. Evidently her son was aready in trouble
with the law. While her husband was working on my mailbox she again asked
my name and reported my voice sounded familiar. She asked meif | had ever been on
theradio; | assured her | was. Then she asked if | had produced cassettes. Upon
my confirmation, shetold of hearing me many times on cassetteswhiledriving atruck
cross-country in Texas. She picked up our cassettes from a box of free cassettes at a
truck stop. She rejoiced to tell how much she had learned from the Bible in our
messages. One never knows how far the Word will go when we send it forth in
dependence of the Holy Spirit. Let’ s keep heralding it forth!

Our Audio Ministry
| still greatly missour radioministry, but | am convinced that westopped at theright
time. | did so because of the great physical pressure from such a pressing schedule. Of
course, | amenjoyingvisitingwithmy friendsby meansof our CDsand cassettes, which
aremailed periodically. (Youcanjoinwithus.) Most of these chats can be heard via
our web-site on the Internet. Our subject remains the same through these mediums.
Pray as many precious hearts learn many new biblical Truths.

A New Year

Ho hum! It’sjust another one. | wonder what it holds for me? The most thrilling
truth isthe assurance that God holds everything for me. Age has no bearing upon His
person or performance. JesusChrististhesameyesterday, today andforever. (Hebrews
13:8) “For | amtheLord, | changenot . ..” (Malachi 3:6). Hereisglorious newsfor
2009. We read His Word without any possibility of Hisfailure to keep His promises.

Our personal responsibility isto recognize the conditions for fulfillment of them.
“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts
inyou” (Isaiah 26:3). No hopeof peaceisavailablefor thosewho continueinsin. “ There
isno peace, says my God, to thewicked” (Isaiah 57:21). Friend, | already know your
happeningsif in the new year you meet God’ s conditions. He will pour out immeasur-
able blessings your way. Obedience is no problem when in submission to the will of
God. Paul hasalready informed us of ability to do God’ s bidding through the strength
of Christ Who reigns within. (Philippians 4:13) Remember the song we used to sing
— “trust and obey, for thereisno other way to be happy in Jesusbut to trust and obey” ?

Thetask entrusted to usas God'’ s children remainsthe same. We areto declarethe
gospel to the ends of the earth. Our responsibility includes every creature. We are to
teach the Word to the saints. Thisisthe ministry those of us with The Hour of Grace
and Power will continueto performinthenew year. WHY NOT JOIN WITH US?Here
isGod's promise: “ So shall My word be that goes forth out of my mouth; it shall not
return to Me void, but it shall accomplish that which | please. . .(Isaiah 55:11).

A New Seriesin The Challenger
Y ou have heard or read my convictions about understanding biblical termsif we
are to comprehend what God has provided for usin grace. He has used choice words

inrevealingHisglorioussalvationthrough
the Scriptures. (This is one of the most
hel pful benefitsinour Bible Study Course
— terms are defined. This course was
written entirely independent of me. Upon
completionyouwill understandthemean-
ing of repentance, faith, regeneration,
sanctification, adoption, prayer, and glo-
rification.)

On page one in this issue, with the
introduction of the “Doctrine of Salva-
tion,” | will sharewith you definitions of
biblical terminology. At times, other
themes or subject matter will beinserted.

Gay Marriages

If youremovetheauthority of Godas
revealed in HisWord, any conclusion or
actionislegitimatetothosedesiring such
liberty. “In those days there was no king
in Israel; every man did that which was
right in hisown eyes’ (Judges 21:25).

No such action asgay marriageisin
the Bible. Not once isit mentioned. The
Bible defines homosexual behavior as
“dishonorable, shameless, and contrary
to nature” (Romans 1:26,27). Thissame
book declares marriage to “be held in
honor” (Hebrews 13:4). Marriage does
not produce shame and is not contrary to
nature. Thereisno homosexual marriage
intheeyesof God, and it should not bein
theeyesof Hispeopleno matter what any
of the states of our nation may say! We
have no right or privilege to change the
Law of God. In both the Old and New
Testament, God clearly denounces such
abominable relationship. Under the Mo-
saic law it meant death. In the New Tes-
tament it isthe cause for God abandon-
ing people, turning them over to vile
affections. (Romans 1:24,26,28) God
tellsuswhy Hetakes such action. It was
their ungodliness, rejecting God's eter-
nal power and His authority. They be-
came vain in their imaginations, chang-
ing the glory of God and worshipping
themselves, His creatures. They forfeit
God'sloveand areunder Hiswrath. But,
of course, they can havethesamehopeas
al of us. Uponrepentanceandfaithinthe
finished work of Christ in their behalf,
they can be washed clean by the blood of
Christ and declared righteousin the sight
of God (justification). No longer, how-
ever, will they continue in their sins.
| John 3:5-10)
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THE MEDES AND PERsIANS ARE CoMING!
THE MEDES AND PERsIANS ARE CoMING!

Itisearly intothe evening. Neighborsare increasingly leaving their rooftops
to retire for the night. Inside Jude’s simple and modest eastern home the light is
dim and decreasing rapidly. Jude has earnestly been contemplating writing to
the brethren concerning the important doctrines surrounding salvation. The
attacks on the truths of the gospel were many and varied. But it is during this
time that the Holy Spirit compels him to write otherwise. So, under divine
inspirtion and with his lamp full with fresh oil, Jude dips his pen into the ink
well, and in the quiet solitude of fellowship and guidance of the Holy Spirit,
writes . . .

“Beloved, when | gave all diligence to write unto you of the common
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should
earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”

“For there are certain men crept in unawares . ..” (Jude 3,4a).

Thetitle isappropriate despite the fact 2500 plus years have transpired since
they were recorded. Babylon isthe head of gold in the prophetic revelation given
to Daniel in the second chapter of the book given to his name. The Babylonians
were the firstworld ruling power as well. Between the time of the prophecy and
the fifth chapter of Daniel, approximately 55 years have passed. It was clear in
the prophecy that Babylon would be replaced by another world power, whose
holdings would be greater than Babylon’s ever were. Strangely but predictably,
in the passage of time, if the prophecy or promise did not happen quickly, men
tend to ignore, forget, or reject it. Ecclesiastes 8:11, accurately states:

“Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, there-
fore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.”

Belshazzar is in charge as his father, Nabonidus, is off somewhere with his
building projects. Belshazzar throws a party, a big party, and as he does so, he
desecrates the holy vessels stolen from the temple in Jerusalem. Not known as
arespecter ofany religion orartifacttaken fromthose nations that the Babylonians
conquered, the king was just doing what Bablyon had always done. Their
partying went into excesses. They were having their usual good time. It was
great to be the leader of the world and to be feared by others. That they were a
hated power did not matter. They were at the top. The true and living God was
legislated, ruled, and ridiculed out of their lives. Only the false gods were
permitted, and there were thousands of them.

Itis at this point in Daniel 5 that God directly intervenes with the handwrit-
ing on the wall. It was not a warning to Belshazzar and Babylon; it was a
notification of judgment on Babylon. Their days were numbered as a ruling
power. The scales of justice are leaning to bring swift and complete judgment
upon them. Suddenly, they feel terror unlike anything that they have ever
experienced before. The results would be catastrophic. Someone that night
surely cried out, probably more than once, “The Medesand Persiansare coming!
The Medes and Persians are coming!” But if they did, few to any were listening.

By way of application, the United States of America was founded by God-
fearing people. They were not all born-again believers. Our laws were written
with God in mind and were biblical in purpose. Freedom of religion was
guaranteed. There was no such thing as freedom from religion. As freedom

(continued on page 2)

THE CHALLENGER
Dwight Porter, D.D., Editor

Published monthly by
The Hour of Grace
and Power, Inc.

Editorial & General offices
located at 862 Barber Street
Sebastian, FL 32958-4825

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to
THE CHALLENGER
PO Box 400
Roseland, FL 32957-0400

Without cost or obligation, this
publication will be sent to you monthly.
Extra copies are available.

Address The Challenger mail to:

PO Box 400
Roseland, FL 32957-0400

WE DEPEND 100 PERCENT UPON
the gifts received from those
who receive spiritual benefit
from our ministry. Make check
or money orders payable to
THE HOUR OF GRACE AND POWER.

OUR OPERATION

We have discontinued our radio minis-
try, but we continue full speed in our
other outlets. You can hear our mes-
sages by cassette or CDs; let usknow of
your interest. Five couples volunteer
their time and energy in this ministry.
We pay no salaries, which means your
gifts go 100 percent to reach thou-
sands weekly by literature, cassettes,
Bible studies, and on our website. We
welcome your participation.

~ WEB SITE ~
thehourofgraceandpower.org

o oo

“Be you steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord . . .
You know your labor is not in vain
in the Lord” | Corinthians 15:58
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