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26) Itisadivinegift. (Romans 6:5;
9:30,32; 10:4) The true believer —
thereis no other kind —is clothed in

“ . . ) the Lord’s righteousness. (Romans
That as sin has reigned to death, even so might 1:16, 17; Galatians 2:16; Philippians

grace reign through RIGHTEOUSNESSto eternal life 3:6-9)
by Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans5;21)

The Doctrine of Righteousness

BY THE EDITOR

5. Righteousness is to be displayed in

our everyday life. It is not doing

A N URGENT NEED IN OUR DAY is aright understanding of righteousness righteousnessthat makesusrighteous.
because of our soul’ s association with God and our responsibility to Him and Our standing before God is revealed

those around us. The most simple definition is doing that which isright. Actualy, in our state anong men. Positional
righteousnessis consistency in every position in regard to others. Some solid things righteousnessreflectsinpractical righ-

to consider are: teousness. (Romans 10:3-10) A

1. God is righteous and demands the same, for without it there can be no possible righteous life is the result of salvar

fellowship between the Creator and Hiscreatures. Wecannot walk together except
webeagreed. There isnofellowshipwith unrighteousness. (Deuteronomy 25:16;
Psalm 1:5,6; Il Corinthians 6:14; Romans 1:18, 2:8,9) God always actsright, in
perfect harmony with His nature. (Romans 1:17)

2. Man has no righteousness of his own with which he may meet the righteous
demands of aholy God. Being ignorant of God’s righteousness, we endeavor to
promote our own. (Romans 10:3, Ecclesiates 7:20, | saiah 64:6) TheBibletellsus
inJeremiah 17:9that the human heartiscorrupt, deceitful, and desperatel y wicked.
How can we produce righteousness acceptable to God? It is futile effort. The
Pharisees prided themselves in such self-righteousness. (Isaiah 64:9, Luke 18:9,
Philippians 3:6-9) If the unrighteous are to ever have righteousness acceptable to
God, itmust bedivinely provided. (I Corinthians1:30; Romans8:7; | saiah 45:8,24;
46:12,13; 54:17)

. Thesinner isdeclared righteous by God through Christ, therighteous One. Onthe
cross Christ was made sin for us. He is now the righteousness of God, the
acceptable substitute for we who are unrighteous. The heart of the gospel is that
Christ died for our sinsand wasraised from the dead. (Romans 15:1-5) Inunion
with Christ by faith, we are righteous in the sight of God in His Son. What a
privileged possession provided for usinjustification. Christ isthe embodiment of
righteousness imparted to us. Our righteousness is Someone, not some thing.
(Mark 12:36,37; John 13:13; James 2:23) Christismadeunto usrighteousness. (l1
Peter 1:1; | Corinthians 1:30)

. Divinerighteousnesscanbeoursonly asitisappropriated by faith. (Romans3:26,
4:6,5:26; Il Corinthians5:21) Such possessionwill beevidenttoall. (James2:14-

tion. (I John 3:7) Theword “RIGH-
TEOUS’ means upright, equitable,
free from wrong. How can God sup-
ply uswith power to act rightly in all
things, at al times, in all relation-
ships? TheHoly Spirit cantransform
our conduct. Wemust be determined
to follow righteousness in all things,
in all places, and at al times. (Il
Timothy 2:22)

. God helps us to realize the manifold

blessings are the result of the accep-
tance of a divinely provided righ-
teousness. “ Say ye to the righteous,
that it shall bewell with him; for they
shall eat of the fruit of their doings"
(Isaiah 3:10). “For thou, Lord, wilt
bless the righteous; with favor wilt
Thou compass him with a shield”
(Psam5:12). “Andthework of righ-
teousness shall be peace, and the ef-
fect of righteousness quietness and
assurance forever” (lsaiah 32:17).
Many are the afflictions of the righ-

(continued on page 2)
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teous, but the L ord delivereth him out
of them al. Psalm 34:19) “Lightis
sown for the righteous, and gladness
fortheuprightinheart” (Psalm97:11).
“For theeyes of the Lord are over the
righteous, and His ears are open unto
their prayers’ (I Peter 3:12).

It isthe grace of God that motivates
His sharing His will, plan and purpose
with us. It is reveaed in a book, the
Bible. His directions are plain and in
understandable language. Sin motives
self-control and wants no one telling us
what to do. When God created man in
His image and gave him a companion,
Adam was informed of his control over
His creation. (Genesis 2:26) Both the
man and woman knew they were under
God' s absolute directions. The first as-
signment for work was given by God to
Adam. (Genesis1:26-28, 2:15) Godtold
man what not to do and also the conse-
guences should He disobey. (Genesis
2:16, 17) Why the consequences? God
knew of Adam's reaction to His com-
mandments. From that day to this, men
and women possess a passion to please
themselvesinstead of the God Who cre-
ated them. He calls such action SIN.

The Return to Obedience
He has provided a way for us to
return to obedience and into a position

whereby we possess His blessings in-
stead of judgment. Aswe acknowledge
our sinand repent of it, we are made new
creaturesin Christ. (11 Corinthians5:17)
Thisworkiscalledregeneration. Weare
born again, born from above. TheHoly
Spirit givesusanew mind and heart that
is directed to the fulfillment of God's
purpose for our being on this earth. In
I John, one of the greatest evidences of
theSpirit' smiracleinusisthatweOBEY .
(I John 2:3-5) Nothing demanded of us
is beyond our reach. With His divine
assistance we live righteous and holy
lives. Thus the reason for being classi-
fied by God as saints. If in such a
position, wewill do right and please him
in all that we do. (Philippians 4:13)
Friend, do you tolerate a problem
with disobedience? Are you doing that
to which you know that God has said
NO? Areyou failing to do according to
theinstructionof HisWord? Y ouneedto
get saved. Wedo not obey inorder to get
saved, we obey because of having been
saved. (Besuretoreadin | John for the
other actions of the redeemed, which
communicates evidence that we have
been acted upon by the Holy Spirit.)
Most people conclude they arein God’s
family by what they have done. Regen-
eration is the work of the Spirit and the
change will be evident in what we do.

"= |:| S e |

! MARIAN PORTER’S :
! “ Songs of Praise”  ¢# |
: | PREFER | ] cDs | | CASSETTES. :
: Name :
: Address :
I Cit State Zi I
1 P I
| RETURN TO: DWIGHT PORTER, BOX 400, ROSELAND, FL 32957 |
:. (no cost or obligation) j

When God placesusinHisfamily (adop-
tion), onthe basisof thework of His Son
on the cross and in an empty tomb, we
realizethegrace of God in such an unde-
served provision. Webelievein God's
glorious work, not that which we have
done. We will behave according to the
Bible, for it reveals our reaction. Won-
derful to be saved! Wonderful to serve
God, the One Who provided such aglo-
rious eternal salvation. Do | have to
obey? Youwill have apassion to do so.
Have you been saved? Both of us know
by our actions. So does everyone else.

The day is coming when the Son of
Righteousnesswill appear, accompanied
withHissaints, with healinginHiswings
(Malachi 4;2), accompanied by all of the
heavenly saints. Will you bewithmein
this number? The ultimate blessing of
righteousness by faith isan eternity with
Him Who is our Righteousness. What
hope we now possess (confident expec-
tation)!  (Proverbs 10;29,30; Malachi
3:17,18; Galatians5:5) Friend, if youare
a Christian, you arerighteousin God's
and man’s sight. Our joy and delight
isto be a manifestation of what God has
done within us.

From Box 400

Into my hand came alittle booklet,
“Fear, Frustration, and Worry.” | have
read it several times, and it has really
strengthened my growth of faith in Jesus
Christ.

In the back of the booklet, you say
youwill send freecopies. | pray that you
can send me as many as you can. We
have 200 offenders, but what you send
we can share. | think everyone should
read it! It is very understandable, well
put together, andexplainsinavery smple,
but direct, explanation. Inmy opinion, if
someone knew nothing about our Lord
and Savior, thisbooklet could easily win
souls for Christ. It's a great booklet
designed by God. Please send also your
publication and aliterature sheet of over
70 printed messages. —Indiana
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Personal Word

At the end of my messages and all offers of
CDsand cassettes, | placethefollowing: nocost or
obligation. This is not altogether true, though,
becauseeverythingwemail costsusmoney, whether
it befor printing, production, or postage. Itisfree
to all who request the materials. To you who have
real appreciation for that which you receive from
us, be sureto thank the Lord for those who mail us
their financial investments, that we may sharewith
youthegloriousmessageof God’' sgrace. Thereare
peoplewhoareprayingregularly for you. Finances
are received from people who desire you to be set
free from the bondage of sin. They want to meet
you in heaven. We make no personal financial solicitation to anyone. Even to those
who stop their support, no request for continuation comes from us.

Now you know abit better how weoperatefinancially. Wehaveel even peoplewho
volunteer many hoursto carefor filling requests, operating the equipment for CDsand
cassettes, mailing and other aspectsof our ministry. Thisexplainswhy your dollarsgo
so far in getting the redeeming hope to people lost in sin. Mark it down! We are
overjoyed to have your prayersand purseinvolved in our ministry. By your response,
you also join our team. We are reaching untold thousandsin our prison system across
America. They are no less important than you or me in God's sight. Our outreach
goes far beyond prisons.

Wearehopingfor many morewillingtojoinustoreach precioussoulswithbiblical
Truth. Ours is not a watered-down, easygoing message that is palpable to today’s
religiousthinking. Thereisahell to shun and aheavento gain. None of uswill reach
heaven through any personal effort. ItisChrist' swork alonethat God is satisfied with.
Our trust and dependence must be upon Him. Heismorethan aJesus; Heisthe LORD
JESUS CHRIST. “That if you shall confess with your mouth the LORD JESUS, and
shall believein your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved. For
whosoever shall call upon the name of the LORD, shall be saved” (Romans 10:9,13).

Recently, | decided to add some printed messagesto our freeliteraturelist. | was
inclined to think that | could remove somethat were out of date or duplications. To my
completesurprisel found no duplicationswithinthesel wasplanningtoremove. Upon
reading them, | wassurprised at their content and their direct communication of biblical
Truth; so | decided to keep them on thelist. Very few Christiansin our day and age
desire to know what the Bible says on any subject. For you who desire such, we are
prepared to assist you. Our Bible Study Courseisof great valuein thisregard. | have
read every Bible study course | can get my hands on, and oursis one of the best to be
found anywhere. | can freely evaluateit sinceit is not written by me.

Do you know the difference between grace and faith? Do you know the source of
both? You will understand the difference after reading our two printed messages,
hearing them on CD, cassette, or on our web-site. Definitionsarevital in comprehend-
ing scriptural Truth.

Improvement in Efficiency
We believe the Lord’ s work calls for the best equipment and methods available.
We should use every means of communication possible. Why? God's messageisto
be proclaimed everywhere. Itisamessage of lifefor those dyingin sin and headed for
hell. Inour day, over 150,000 are perishing daily, facing eternity without knowledge

of the Savior. We must rush to them the
provision of aholy God for lost sinners.
The Heritage Baptist Church in
Titusville, Florida, hasgracioudy allowed
the use of their facilities. Their pastor is
our assistant director. Hiswife, Linda, is
our treasurer. Since we are using amul-
tipurpose room, our storage of literature
isonracksthat can easily bemoved. We
now maintain an up-to-date inventory of
all printed literature for future mailing.
Weleaseamodern postagemeter. Church
members assist in the mailing. Our goal
isto have al requested items, including
our audio, shipped within oneweek at the
most. Wordjust arrived that anumber of
prison inmates facing death row have
taken thefirst lesson of our Bible course.
Pray for their salvation. Thanks to you
who assist us financialy, this grants us
theprivilegeof sendingforth God’ swWord
without solicitation to the receivers.

Our Volunteer Staff

O Dr. Michael and Linda Eccleston
(Titusville)
0 Dr. George and May Mitchell
(Melbourne)
[0 Robert and Marge Williams
(Titusville)
[0 Eugene and Joyce Schledorn
(Indian Harbor Beach)
0 Wayne and Sandy Page
(Sebastian)
(0 John Porter
(Sebastian)
Please pray for these dear people.
We pay no salaries. Their many hours of
donated service is unto the Lord for the
souls of men and women.

Our Audio Outreach

| am constantly amazed at the clarity
of our audio outreach on our web-site.
The audio “MARIAN PORTER’'S
SONGS OF PRAISE” comes through
loud and clear. (See order form on page
2.) Anyone, anywhere can hear her praise
theL ordinsong, despitenow beinginthe
presence of theLord. Atthepresenttime

(continued on page 4)
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thirty-one messages can be heard on our web-site. Have you heard recently an
uncompromising, sound doctrinal message direct from the Bible?

Our National Economy

| believeittobefar graver thanany suspects. It simply reveal sthecontinuing moral
deterioration in the USA. Theonly explanation isthe greed of people handling other
people’ smoney. Of course, no such situation could exist independent of theft. How
could thisbe happening over the yearswithout an alarm being sounded? Someleaders
did warn us. Did not our President and his Cabinet know? Of course they did. Too
many wereinvolvedinthebenefit of suchmanipulations. How isit that our nationfaced
thiseconomic crisesonemonth beforeanational €l ection? Our national |eadersalready
are pushing their agenda. They want the taxpayersto pay our way out. They propose
the socialistic concept of taking money away fromitscitizensto giveit to others, with
the same crowd handling the money. That was part of the problem, involving trillions
of dollars. Isour nation thisfar gonein integrity? We are!

Inmates

Theprisonsystemwill not allow usto send CDsor cassettestoindividual prisoners.
However, they areavailable, if requested by achaplain, for their audiolibrary. Wehave
not heard from one inmate listening via this opportunity.

Goingto Heaven?

Remember the old Negro spiritual, “Everybody talkin about heaven ain’t goen
there”? All my life | have heard the mainstream Christian leaders saying that all we
needto doisjust believein Jesus. God isobligated to respond to our faith. Therefore,
if webelieve, God will keep His promise. However, only onething iswrong with that
false premise. We have no faith and cannot exercise that which we do not possess.
Faith, grace, and salvation are the gifts of God. (Ephesians 2:8,9) We are dead in
trespasses and sin. (Ephesians 2:1) We have nothing within that responds to God’s
requirements. There's no satisfactory action that we can perform.

Godusesanumber of termsinHisgreat doctrineof salvation. Oneof themain ones
is“saved.” Somechurchestoday never mention thisterm becauseit indicatesthetotal
depravity of man. No man will ever be acceptable to aholy God until the Holy Spirit
reveals our sin and brings us to repentance, without which we perish in adevil’ s hell.
(Luke13:3) If weareto possesssalvation, it will bethework of the Holy Spirit. (John
6:40,14) Heisthe One Who reveals our condition before a holy God. (John 16:8)
Remember the terms “born again” and “regeneration”? Again, this work is accom-
plished by the Spirit of God within us. (John 3:3,5; Titus 3:5) This subject is one of
the nine lessons in our free Bible Study Course. Here is one of the definitions you
should know if you are to understand God'’ s provision for you in Christ.

No onewill ever bein heaven until in possession of achangedlife, whichisGod's
work in regeneration. Y ou are not heaven bound because you have done something.
All you can do isbe open to Truth. When believing, you simply rest upon that which
God has made available, announcing such in His Word. No revelation of such
provisionwill beyoursuntil Godrevealsittoyou personally throughHisWord. Friend,
get your Bible open! We, as a helpless, hopeless sinner, must be worked upon
by God. “For we are Hisworkmanship, created in Christ Jesus to good works, which
God has before ordained that we should walk in them.” If we are the product of His
work, we will! (Ephesians 2:10)
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OUR OPERATION

We have discontinued our radio minis-
try, but we continue full speed in our
other outlets. You can hear our mes-
sages by cassette or CDs; let usknow of
your interest. Five couples volunteer
their time and energy in this ministry.
We pay no salaries, which means your
gifts go 100 percent to reach thou-
sands weekly by literature, cassettes,
Bible studies, and on our website. We
welcome your participation.

~ WEB SITE ~
thehourofgraceandpower.org
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“Be you steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord . . .
You know your labor is not in vain
in the Lord” | Corinthians 15:58
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~ AVAILABLE ~

Bible Study Course
Nine Lessons - Certificate
Literature Sheet — Features
75 Printed Messages
CDs and Cassettes Mailed Regularly
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