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The Christ of the Bible

BY THE EDITOR

T HE close kinship of Christ with Christianity is one of the distinctive

features of the Christian faith. The entire substance and strength of
Christianity continuesin Jesus Christ. Hisisthe most maligned namein our country.
There are religious organizations and churches where His authority is not known
despitethefact that Heisthe declared Head of the Church. Heishated inour judicial
systems, taken out of the public school system, ridiculed and cast aside in higher
educational institutions. Recognition of His birth in secular circlesis fast becoming
against thelaw of thisland. PrayertoHimisnolonger connected with education. Even
creationists hesitate to name Him as the Creator.

Why Such Hostility?

He was and is the greatest hell-fire preacher and teacher in the Bible. He
scathingly denounced the religious leaders of Hisday. With awhip in Hishand, He
drove out from the templethe money-changers. Welearn of God’ shorriblejudgment
upon sinful peopleinthe Old Covenant. Christ presents himself inthe New Covenant
ascoming tofulfill thewill of HisFather. What wasthereaction of meninthisworld?
They killedHimon across. We should not befilled with surprise of today’ streatment
of the Son of God. “If the world hate you, you know that it hated Me before it hated
you. If you were of the world, the world would loveits own, but because you are not
of thisworld, but | have chosen you out of the world, therefore, the world hates you”
(John 15:18,19). “If I had not come and spoken to them, they had not had sin; but now
they have no cloak for their sin. He that hates Me hated My Father also” (John
15:22,24). Thesinner will never accept the judgment of the Savior until sinis made
conscious to Him by the Holy Spirit. (John 16:7-11)

Stop and think with me for amoment. |f Christ died for sinners, then only an
acknowledged sinner can meet Him. If He cameto seek and save thelost, only alost
individual can be introduced to Him by the Holy Spirit. Our greatest hindrance in
trusting the Savior is not alack of faith; it is honesty about being the sinner He says
weare. ltisan easy task to believe God when we see oursel ves as doomed and damned
because of personal sin. When willing to acknowledge that sin in repentance (when
we turn from sin to the Savior), and trust in His power to transform our lives to meet
God' sstandard of righteousness and holiness, werest in peacein what God has done.
A description of thebeliever isfound in Ephesians2:10. Today, many peopleworship
only ababy in Bethlehem. They have not see Him dying on acrossto pay the penalty
for their sins. They have not the resurrection power of Jesus Christ coursing through
their mind and heart. Thisisthe reason for their fitting into this present evil world.

Who isthe Christ of the Bible? Do
you know Him? Does He abide within
you? Do you abide in Him with all the
gracious benefits declared in John, the
fifteenth chapter? HisWord clearly de-
clares the consequences of such athrill-
ing relationship. Doyouknow what they
are? Keep your Bible closed and never
will you know. Your conduct and life-
style clearly indicates your relationship
with Jesus Christ.

His Divine Offices

HeistheCreator. “All thingsare
made by Him” (John 1:3). “For by Him
wereall thingscreated that arein heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and invis-
ible, whether they be thrones, or domin-
ions, or principalities, or powers, all
thingswerecreated by Himandfor Him”
(Colossians 1:16).

Heistheupholder of all things.
“And Heisbeforeall things, and by Him
al things consist” (Colossians 1:17).
“Who being the brightness of Hisglory,
and the expressimage of Hisperson, and
upholding all things by the word of his
power, when He had by himself purged
(cleansed) our sins, sat down ontheright
hand of the Mg/ esty on high” (Heb. 1:3).

HeistheJudgeof all men. “For
the father judges no man, but has com-
mitted all judgment to the son” (John
5:22, Il Timothy 4:1, Acts 17:31, Mat-
thew 25:31-46). Either Christ suffered
foryour sinonthecrossor youwill suffer
personally after the Great White Throne
Judgment (Revelation 20:12-15). From
the very first announcement of Christ’s
arrival at the stable, we know His pur-

(continued on page 2)
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The Lord Jesus Christ had endured the shame of the cross. There He had
fully paid the debt of sin owed by all mankind, as God’s wrath was poured out
upon Him. He suffered the full punishment of sin that we would be expected
to pay if He had not done what He did. His death was sure. His burial was with
great care, but without fanfare. His resurrection was low key, but word spread
fast. He was alive! Slowly but surely people saw Him, and wondered with
amazement and awe. And belief. For forty days He showed Himself alive and
taught wherever He went. And at the conclusion of the forty days, the apostles
and others were assembled together in Jerusalem. He instructed them to stay
together and wait for the promise of the Holy Ghost. Then, in full sight of them
all, He was taken up into heaven. The promise would be that He would return
in like manner.

The apostles waited, chose another man to make up the absence of the son
of perdition who betrayed the Lord, and prayed. Pentecost arrived ten days
later, and with it, the birth of the Church — the union of believing Jew and
Gentile into one body — Christ’s Body. Thus, the Churchisan organism, notan
organization. The early Church saw great additions to their ranks. People were
being saved by the thousands. The Jewish religious leadership was concerned.
Persecution began. The numbers continued to grow. Believers were scattered
due to the threat of Saul. They preached and witnessed of Christ wherever they
went. Saul became a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and started churches all
over Asia and into Europe with his missionary journeys. The known world is
hearing about Jesus Christand salvation through Him alone. Gentiles are being
saved and added to the congregations. Organization takes place in the local
churches. The Word of God is being preached — Christ being their focal point.
The Old Testament scriptures pointed to Him, and the New Testament scrip-
tures that were being written were about Him working through believers in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

By the close of the New Testament, John was exiled on the isle of Patmos.
Less than seventy years had transpired since the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Unbelievers were rearing their heads above the nest that Satan had built for
them and flying off into the various churches. Gnosticism was prevalent and
had to be dealtwith. So did the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, spiritual fornication
and adultery, blasphemy, mechanical service and worship, the doctrine of
Balaam, and, of course, the lukewarmness toward that which was sacred and
holy.

Within three hundred years the church was still going, spreading, and
growing. Butagreat change had occurred. Man was preoccupied with church,
but no longer with Christ. The programs ruled. Christ was now outside the
church, aswasthe Holy Spirit. Man found that he could build abigger following
in the flesh than in the Spirit! He could use Christand his Word as a pretext, but
the church would be nothing more than a social club or gathering, with a
pseudo-spiritual handout to pacify the gullible.

Today, the churchisstill here. There are more of them than ever before. But
more of what? More denominations, more cults, more unbelief, more programs
—but not more of Jesus Christ. He too has become a pretext to what goes on in
the churches. The fleshly arm of man dominates, distracts, and disarms the
unknowing. People are being drawn into churches to be a part of another type

The Christ of the Bible
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poseincomingwastodieinour deserved
place. A holy God will never tolerate our
personal sin. Hear the angel’s declara-
tion at Bethlehem: “Fear not; for behold
| bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to al people. For to you
is born this day in the city of David a
SAVIOR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE
LORD” (Luke 2:10,11). Heisnot only
our Savior, but also our Lord, Master,
and Ruler. Thisisthe Christ you must
meet and serve.

From Box 400

| havegrowninthelLordsincel first
began your Bible Study Course. Thank
you for the work and expense which |
know you put forth to provide us with
these mailings. | am obliged for such
charity. —aprisoner (GA)

May God's glory and blessing be
withyou each day. Thanksfor your kind
contribution to our ministry. | want you
to know how important it isto have this
assistance from outside agencies to en-
rich our efforts to bring God's Word to
theinmates of thisfacility. All literature
is swiftly acquired and put to use. Y our
continued generosity is greatly appreci-
ated. —aprison chaplain

| have been incarcerated for 11
months. | haveturned my life over tomy
Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. | amonly
three classes away from my bachelor’'s
degree in business administration, but |
am no longer interested in going that
direction. | want to serve the Lord by
preaching the gospel of Christ. | am
bilingual (Spanish-English), sol canseek
ministry in either language. Thanks for
your attention concerning the Bible Study
Course.

| am thoroughly enjoying my Bible
Study Course and my growth in Christ
Jesus. | am 38 yearsold and for thefirst
timein my life | believe. | now under-
stand what Christmas means. — Florida
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Personal Word

According to my personal evaluation, | have
faced only two major crises during my entire life-
time. One was at the age of 12 when my mother
passed into the Presence of the Lord. The second
and most recent is the night when, unexpectedly,
my wife of 59 years went to be with her Lord.
Marian Porter had aministry to peoplethat went far
beyond my knowledge. Phone callsand cardswere
received from acrossthe nation. Many realized the
loving intimacy we possessed and assured me of
their prayer support. If you areoneof them reading
theselines, let meassureyou of thevaluableinvest-
ment you are making in my continuing personal
ministry. | intendto carry onfull speedincommunicating God’ sgloriousprovisionfor
Hischildren and Hisgracethat hasprovided an eternal salvationfor sinners. How dare
| slow down when countless millions are headed for hell, many of which are not even
aware of thisfact? A bigjob still awaits us. With your prayer support and financial
investments, we shall carry on with an enlarged ministry for the Lord and Hisglory. |
thank God for your laborswith us. | am trusting God for many more to get involved.
Our message? You can easily hear or read it. | will be overjoyed if the Lord should
direct your action in our direction.

Our Season’s Gresetings

Many will missour usual Christmascard greetingthisyear. My sweet wifeenjoyed
preparing and mailing them with a persona note in many. She decorated our home
inside and out each Christmas season. Of course, therewill be many changessince she
now resides in the Presence of the Lord. Be assured of my resignation to them, since
| realize God prefers her there instead of here.

My prayer isthat the Spirit of theliving Christ may permeateyour heart, mind, and
home thisblessed season. May He have preeminencein your total being. (Colossians
1:18) Besuretomaintainyour daily Biblereading and prayer. Asachild of God, have
sweet communion with the Holy Spirit Who abides within you. Notice carefully the
benefits of ABIDING in Christ in the fifteenth chapter of John. Let’stalk to sinners
around us about the marvel ous grace of God that provided a Savior and that we are no
longer under thedomination of sin, but cannow livein Hisgloriousresurrection power.
(Romans 6:4,5)

ThelLord sProvision

My father promised me asignaturethat | might enter the Navy if | went to college
for oneyear. | not only survived the strict first year, but was preaching the gospel by
theend of it. By my second year | was looking for acountry girl who loved the Lord
withher wholeheart. Shearrived at our collegein Tennesseefromasmall country town
inlowa. She sat across the table from me at her first meal on campus.

Soon | decided to go after her, along with about six young men. Shewasthe only
girl I had ever met that | concluded wasworth going after. She soon becametheleading
soloist on campus, being thefirst freshman to sing in the college choir. | soon learned
of her first placein the state high school solo contest aswell aswinning in a couple of
competitionswithmusical instruments. After hearing her first solo, | askedif shecould
play the piano. Shewasirritated that | would ask such a question.

| soon realized she met my spiritual
standard, and it was not long that she
acknowledge she wanted to get married,
have children, please her husband, be a
homemaker, and servetheLord. When|
heardthefellowstalking that they wanted
agirl who could sing, lead a choir, and
play the organ or piano, | chalenged
them by repeating the kind of girl | was
looking for. (The Lord gave me more
than | asked of Him.)

Theschool wewereattending had no
ministry to train girlsto be ahomemaker
or apastor'swife. Their total emphasis
for thegirlswasacareer. Thislowagirl
was not caught up in al of such glamour
and security. | haveknownthisgirl for 62
years, and we were happily married for
59 of them. From that piano bench in
lowa, we have gone across America and
around theworld withtheglorious provi-
sion of God' seternal salvation. Wehave
had a thrilling trip. Second only to my
relationship with Jesus Christ, Marian
Fulton Porter has meant more to me than
all thisworld has to offer. Her dreams
were fulfilled in her ministry asahouse-
wife, rearing our son, pleasing her hus-
band, and serving the Lord in many var-
ied capacities. | know, for | am that
fortunate husband.

God Answers Prayer

The Lord has again met our needs as
He promised. (Philippians 4:19) How
wonderful to sit before a console that is
up to date with modern equipment. This
isthe goodness of God and | praise Him.
He provided a friend who is a profes-
sional inthisfieldto adviseand set upthis
improved operation for our cassette and
CD ministry. Wehopeto reach hundreds
more people with this monthly ministry
in their homes, institutions, or wherever
they may be around the world. Viathe
Internet these same personal chatscan be
heard on our web-site. | hope you are
informing others of thisworldwide com-
munication of biblical Truth. We have
specia printed cardsannouncing our web-
site that will enable you to have a per-
sona ministry with us. Write today for

your supply.
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THE FORGOTTEN MAN OF SORROWS  (cont. from page 1)

of fleshly activity. Paul summed it up: “Having a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof. .. .” (Il Timothy 3:5).

The Lord Jesus Christ, the God-Man, every born-again person’s Savior, the
Man of Sorrows, acquainted with grief, Who tasted death for every man, the
Lover of our Souls Who is seated at the right hand of the throne of God, daily
making intercession for us — is forgotten! He has become religiously incorrect
as well as politically incorrect. He is hated as much today as he was when He
walked this earth. His method of redemption is hated as much today as it was
when He secured our redemption through His death, burial, and resurrection.
His born-again followers are as despised today as they were after Pentecost.
And the cross has lost its offence. Man has popularized and made comfortable
what they call Christianity. The easy-believism — live-as-you-please heresy,
dominates the scene. Church services proceed with great thoughtand ingenuity
— to lure the unsaved man into an unsaved church to believe a powerless-to-
save gospel and give him the assurance that what he did was all that was
necessary to know about God and give him heaven. All without mentioningsin,
judgment, or hell.

Remarkable!
Unknown to a holy God!
And foreign to the holy Scriptures!

Man cares more about what other people think of him that what the Lord
thinks. And the changes keep on spilling over. Quicker than you can imagine,
church will no longer have any resemblance to church as instituted by the Holy
Spirit of God on Pentecost. But it will go on calling itself church. Well, actually,
that’s not wholly true. More and more groups are NOT calling themselves a
church — even distancing themselves from their origins. And their number
continues to swell. And the Lord Jesus Christ — soon there will be people in
these works that have never heard of Him, or His name, even in a prayer. It
should come as no surprise that after the calling up of the believers from this
earth, that those who remain will unite their “religious” works together under
one false prophet and system — and still call it church. The true Church of Jesus
Christ will be gone to be with the Lord. Only the imposters will remain. Don’t
be one of them. Examine where you are by the Word of God.

“1 am so glad to obtain your Bible Study Course. | am locked up, and | am trying to
find God and obtain faith. | had awifeand twokids; now al | haveisaBible, anditisn’t
my own. | hope you have something that will help mefind God.” —aninmate (VA)
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OUR OPERATION

We have discontinued our radio minis-
try, but we continue full speed in our
other outlets. You can hear our mes-
sages by cassette or CDs; let usknow of
your interest. Five couples volunteer
their time and energy in this ministry.
We pay no salaries, which means your
gifts go 100 percent to reach thou-
sands weekly by literature, cassettes,
Bible studies, and on our website. We
welcome your participation.

~ WEB SITE ~
thehourofgraceandpower.org
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“Be you steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord . . .
You know your labor is not in vain
in the Lord” | Corinthians 15:58
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75 Printed Messages
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